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Objectives/Outline
• Background
• Results

• Validation Summary
• High Wind Days, May 2026 

• Discussion
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Background



Background
• Community-level monitoring as part of CA AB617
• Goal: 

• To monitor air quality in communities disproportionately 
impacted by air pollution in the AB 617 North-Imperial 
Phase I Community

• Stakeholders include:
• CARB, ICAPCD, CSC

• Area of interest characterized by reoccurring 
exceedances of air quality standards for 
particulate matter
• PM2.5 and PM10
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Area of Interest
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Westmorland

Calipatria

Brawley

Where:
- Brawley
- Westmorland
- Calipartria

Community Steering Committee | Imperial County Air Pollution

https://www.icab617community.org/north-end-committee


What:
Inhalable Particulate Matter
• PM10 – diameter of less than 10 micron
• PM2.5 – diameter of less than 2.5 micron
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Source: Inhalable Particulate Matter and Health (PM2.5 and PM10) | California Air Resources Board

Note:
These particle sizes 
equate to about one 
10,000th of an inch

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/es/resources/inhalable-particulate-matter-and-health


How:
Equipment & Network
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Samplers
Community Network: QuantAQ Modulair
Federal Reference Monitors: BAM 1020/1022



Deployment – Examples
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Brawley, Magnolia Brawley, SDSU

Brawley, S. Adams St Calipatria, Water Treatment Plant

































Discussion



Main Findings
• Monitoring network allowed for identification of:

• Regional wind/high particulate matter (PM) events 
• Local differences in PM concentrations
• Temporal patterns in PM concentrations

• Sources of uncertainty to considered:
• Uncertainty inherent to low-cost monitors
• Temporal calibration changes against reference monitors
• “Drift” of individual instruments over time

• Challenge:
• Impact of high summer temperatures on instruments
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Thank you!





SALTON SEA SHORES CLIMATE & EQUITY PROJECT I/PHASE 
II      
& 

SALTON SEA BASIN MONITORING NETWORK
CYCLE 4 AND 5

FUNDED BY: 

Prepared By: Lillian Garcia



SALTON SEA BASIN MONITORING 
NETWORK 

        CYCLE 4 GRANT 
        AUGUST 2024 TO APRIL 2025

• THE SALTON SEA BASIN MONITORING NETWORK HAS INSTALLED 3 AQ MESH MONITORS IN 
BOMBAY BEACH, CALIPATRIA, AND SALTON SEA BEACH. . 

• THE NETWORK PROVIDES RESIDENTS WITH AIR QUALITY DATA, INCLUDING H₂S LEVELS, TO 
HELP THEM TAKE PRECAUTIONS. 

• WE HOSTED 2 KICKOFF EVENTS AND 6 COMMUNITY OUTREACH MEETINGS ACROSS EAST 
AND WEST SHORE COMMUNITIES OF THE SALTON SEA. 





















Overview

● First mascot to represent the Imperial County Air 

Pollution Control District (ICAPCD) as of 8/15/2023

● Mission: support ICAPCD in improving air quality

● Focus: Maintenance and improvement of local and 

binational air quality



About Air Justice

● Air Justice also known as AJ

● AJ has asthma and allergies so he carries his inhaler

● AJ’s capes are color coded to represent the Air 

Quality Index (AQI)

● Connects with the community by spreading air 

quality awareness, maintenance strategies and air 

pollution prevention



Learn More About Air Justice

● https://airjustice.imperialcounty.org/ 

● Book AJ for public events

● Access AJ’s activity book

https://airjustice.imperialcounty.org/
https://airjustice.imperialcounty.org/aqi/#docaccess-99ac487caec26cfa705dc2e420d8e3b3


Air Quality Awareness Dates

● April 22 = Earth Day

● May 5-9 = Air Quality Awareness Week1

● May = Asthma Awareness Month2

● May 5, 2026 World Asthma Day3,4

1https://www.epa.gov/air-quality/air-quality-awareness-week
2https://www.epa.gov/air-quality/asthma-and-your-health#asthma_awareness
3https://www.epa.gov/asthma/asthma-awareness-month#:~:text=World%20Asthma%20Day%20takes%20place,Day%20is%20May%206%2C%202025.
4https://asthma.ca/world-asthma-day/ 

https://www.epa.gov/air-quality/air-quality-awareness-week
https://www.epa.gov/air-quality/asthma-and-your-health#asthma_awareness
https://www.epa.gov/asthma/asthma-awareness-month#:~:text=World%20Asthma%20Day%20takes%20place,Day%20is%20May%206%2C%202025
https://asthma.ca/world-asthma-day/


https://youtu.be/UJVXhMBXIws?si=eJxsVaUzgPfUE3pa 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UJVXhMBXIws
https://youtu.be/UJVXhMBXIws?si=eJxsVaUzgPfUE3pa




For any questions you may contact the 

Imperial County

Air Pollution Control District at 

(442)265-1800

Adriana Carrillo

adrianacarrillo@co.imperial.ca.us 

Thank You

mailto:adrianacarrillo@co.imperial.ca.us
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